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 IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Negaunee, Michigan 

Ash Wednesday 
February 22, 2023, 6:30 PM 

 

ANTHEM       Lay Up Your Treasures in Heaven   Senior Choir 
 

GREETING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have 
made, and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. 
Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repent-
ing of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all 
mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

 
FIRST READING:  EXODUS 3: 1-15 

Moses experienced the call of God when God appeared to him in a 
bush that burned but was not consumed. When Moses expressed 
his unworthiness, God promised to be with him. When Moses 
objected that people would demand to know God’s name, God 
revealed his personal name, Yahweh (I am who I am), or the Lord. 
Israel discovered God’s true identity when God took them out of 
Egypt. 
 

1Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, 
the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, 
and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; 
he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not 
consumed. 3Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at 
this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” 
4When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God 
called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” 5Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the 
sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are 
standing is holy ground.” 6He said further, “I am the God of 
your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to 
look at God. 7Then the Lord said, “I have observed the 
misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry 
on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their 
sufferings, 8and I have come down to deliver them from the 
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good 

GATHERING 

We believe that the true body and blood of Jesus Christ is in/with/under the bread and wine. 
All baptized Christians who believe this true presence are welcome and encouraged to receive Holy Communion today.. 
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and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the 
country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9The cry of the 
Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the 
Egyptians oppress them. 10So come, I will send you to 
Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 
11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to 
Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12He said, “I 
will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I 
who sent you: when you have brought the people out of 
Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” 13But 
Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to 
them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and 
they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 
14God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” He said further, “Thus 
you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has sent me to you.’ ” 
15God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the 
Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent 
me to you’:  
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING:  2 CORINTHIANS 5:20b--6:10 
The ministry of the gospel endures many challenges and 
hardships. Through this ministry, God’s reconciling activity in the 
death of Christ reaches into the depths of our lives to bring us into 
a right relationship with God. In this way, God accepts us into the 
reality of divine salvation. 
 

20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
6:1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to 
accept the grace of God in vain. 2For he says, “At an 
acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of 
salvation I have helped you.” See, now is the acceptable 
time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no 
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found 
with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have 
commended ourselves in every way: through great 
endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, 
imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by 
purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, 
genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with 
the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the 
left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. 
We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, 

Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we begin our journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. This is not a matter of 
what we can do for God, but of what God can do for us. Now is the acceptable time to return to the Lord. During Lent the people of God will 
reflect on the meaning of their baptism into Christ’s death and resurrection. The sign of ashes suggests our human mortality and frailty. 
What seems like an ending is really an invitation to make each day a new beginning, in which we are washed in God’s mercy and for-
giveness. With the cross on our brow, we long for the spiritual renewal that flows from the springtime Easter feast to come.  
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and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as 
punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, 
and yet possessing everything. 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 6: 1-6, 16-21 
The holy gospel according to……. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, 
and fasting, but emphasizes that spiritual devotion must not be 
done for show. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety 
before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have 
no reward from your Father in heaven. 2“So whenever you 
give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that 
they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let 
your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that 
your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees 
in secret will reward you. 5“And whenever you pray, do not 
be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be 
seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut 
the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the 
hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others 
that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash 
your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others 
but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. 19“Do not store up for 
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust con-
sume and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
…The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MEDITATION           Pastor Thomas Skrenes 
 

SONG OF THE DAY   Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved   #602 
 

INVITATION TO LENT 
CONFESSION OF SIN 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 
 

      Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Most holy and merciful God, 
we confess to you and to one another, and before the 
whole company of heaven, that we have sinned by our 

fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. 
 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, 
and strength.  We have not loved our neighbors as our-
selves.  We have not forgiven others as we have been 
forgiven  Have mercy on us, O God.  
 

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ 
served us.  We have not  been true to the mind of Christ. 
We have grieved your Holy Spirit.  
Have mercy on us. O God.   
 

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and    
apathy that have infected our lives, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploita-
tion of other people, we confess to you.   
Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to 
share the faith that is in us, we confess to you.  
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our  
indifference to injustice and cruelty, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward 
our neighbors, and our prejudice and  contempt toward 
those who differ from us, we confess to you.   
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of   
concern for those who come after us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the 
earth.  May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and 
penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

   People may come forward and kneel or stand  
                      to receive the ashes.   

   After all those who desire ashes have received  
                  them, the minister continues.   

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.                                                                
 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all good-
ness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 
eternal life.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 
 A brief silence. 
O Lord, our God, you gather your church and call us to 
return to you. Accompany us throughout our Lenten 
pilgrimage. Create in us clean hearts and renew all the 
baptized to declare your praise. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Renew your creation, O God. Bring rains to parched places 
and heal lands affected by a changing climate, that all 
inhabitants of the earth experience your abundance. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Renew the nations, O God. Give voice to those on the 
margins and resolve to world leaders who seek to protect 
those most vulnerable. Loosen the bonds of injustice and 
bring an end to all violence, oppression, and persecution. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Renew your people, O God. Respond to those who cry out 
to you in secret or in seclusion. Equip us with compassion 
to care for those who experience homelessness, food 
insecurity, economic hardship, and illness. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Renew this congregation, O God. Inspire our faith 
formation ministries and those who teach and lead. 
Invigorate us with lifelong curiosity and wonder as we 
grow as your disciples. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

O Lord, our God, we give thanks for all your faithful ones of 
every time and place. Renew us by the example of their 
lives of prayer and service, and at the last, bring us with 
them into your everlasting presence. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast 
love and your promise to renew your whole creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

  

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

OFFERING 
 

CONGREGATIONAL SONG Create in Me a Clean Heart #188 

OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. Holy and generous Host, you set a table where 
we feast as friends. Prepare us to witness to your good-
ness with every gift you have given us to share, that all 
people may know your peace through Jesus Christ, now 
and forever. Amen. 
  

GREAT THANKSGIVING   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
… our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

…Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

…Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

…O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
     kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
     heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
     now and forever.  Amen. 

COMMUNION 

COMMUNION SONGS  
 Just As I Am, without One Plea  #592 
 Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling #608  
 

MEAL 
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OUR PURPOSE 

 Immanuel, God with us, renewing lives in Christ  
through the Holy Spirit   

 

Guiding Principles 
 Prayer taps into God’s renewing power 

—— 

Faith is renewed through the Word & Sacraments 
—— 

Worship that renews is done with many voices but one heart 
—— 

Renewing mission is best supported by leaders  
committed to God’s vision 

—— 

Renewed lives welcome and care for one another 
—— 

Renewed, we live and serve within a greater community 
—— 

Renewed lives witness to others 

Serving in Worship    
Pastor Thomas Skrenes 

Organist:  Connie Scanlon 
Greeter/Usher:  Alice Mutkala 

                     Lector:  Dan Lindblom 

HOLY WEEK ACTIVITIES 
 

Sundays at 9:30 am  
Mondays at 6:00 pm 

Worship with Holy Communion 
 

Wednesdays 
5:30 pm Soup Supper 

6:15 pm Worship 
Pastor Bre Kinnunen 

 

Don’t forget about the Lenten 
Men’s Bible Study / Breakfast 

every Saturday at 8:00 am in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Great Food!    Great Conversation! 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray. 
We thank you, living God, for the body and blood of 
your Son, which sustains us in the wilderness and the 
garden alike. As Christ has loved us in this feast, so 
send us to love Christ in our neighbors. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 

BLESSING 
Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of 
salvation. Almighty God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit + 
speaking, spoken, and inspiring – bless you, unbind 
you, and send you in love and in peace. Amen. 

  

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

SENDING 

FYI: In 1975 the International Consultation on English Texts 
published this ecumenical version of the Lord’s Prayer that 
Christians of various denominations might use a common 
text in their liturgies. Many find it much easier to understand. 
We’ll use it throughout Lent. 


